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Pilc, an artist of the unpredictable

By VERENA DOBMIK
Aszociated Presas

MEY YOIRK — Each performance & the frst and last of his life.

B0 says &2z pianist Jean-Michel Pilc abou the here-and-now fesling that accompanies his every srcoumer with
a keyboard. But ha dossn't just sit and play

A 1230 arn, one recent night &t tha Iridium club on Broadway, the 43-year-oid French muescian pokes his hand
ira the crevasse of e Steinway grand. Cut comes musis, hand-pucked from the ganc strngs — barely audioks
ridi=eg an the sounds of 8 bass end dram thed form Pik:'s dria

*Each tims | play, I'm rebarn” says Pilc. "Thees asye. | haar 100
much music thal's on sulaniicl. For me, i's different amotions,
faelings sersatons, Every concert (s the first and last corced of
i life '

SuEsks ‘|||ir|g the tiny Marbatan club are riveled Dy 1he Jazz of the
cne-tims mockst soantist. He lef A3 jok 21 & French eatelite
cormpany decides o bul what's left of thel career am tha
prcsicn and almest mad briliancs he bragthss inke his
imgrowisabons

Tra “jam" wession thal startied with irmprovieation on 8 John
Coftrana e stredokes an il 4 a.m., explorng ever maors sxolic
rhythms and sounds

Hahind the imtirnsta staga is & tiny dressing roam streesn with

nsirumants, chothing and Pile's srmall sudcsse, which s neatly
packed wilh parsona! belongings plus The Mew Heal Book - 8
wama of jazy stencards, leries and eommenly ugad henmones.

Far Pile theae are just musical bluaprints from which be stries
regularly.

He's baan drawn 1o jazz since he was an H-:.-'-EEIF—CId boyw in Pans,
shudyirg dassical plano

Anzooafed Press

Flars: Jpsr-Michel Sl Camarmiratem pocand peno
strings o ooean & different sound, Jar. 22, o7 toe

Iricirn 1ser Lol in BEwe Yire

ztan 1o thai favorite musicians: Louis Arnstrong, Bix
Beidarbecke, Fats Walle: Djangs Reinhardt” Pilc ramembsers. | fell rstantly i love wilk this music, slated
rmitatioeg an B piang wieed | heard, and it all devsiopad from there."

Largehy saftzught in szz the pianist has a techniqus as disciplined ard deft as just abou ary classcal arbst
Thee musical medels he describes &85 "miraculous” inchode Coltrane, Miles Davia sma Duke Ellinglan. Fiic ooks 1o

tre lide classical wiluoso Viadimir Honowilz lor the Rind of tle=chnical mastary hal results in & rich orchestral’
soumidd arn e giano

But the |2z=z piarist insisis he's incapable of perforrning the dassics in public, " couldm remember beo barg!” he
iokas. "l caught some kind of classcal technique, Bul thask Gad Tor im provigation ™

S, winen he goes home o his wife, & futist and compossr, Pilz plsvs the classics for himsst, from Bach, Mozart,
Chopin 10 2000 certury music by the Russiam composer Slaxandar Scrigoin

Thae shyles and larmonies of Ihese composss sneak nlo Pilcs jazz.

"Dhor't forgat that Bach and Mozan were alsa improvisers," he says before stepping onto the stage bo waw
aarky morming crowd with his wikd, rarscandent imaginalion

A4 piansl composer &na arreanger, Filc has 1oured more than Al countries and recorded sbout 8 cozan albums
whiile creating film 2cones. He REs ales taught master classes at Hareard and Worhwasiarm universites

With his playing, he maims a living Be descibes as "belwesn decent and comfomabie ™ bt Pilc is hadle 2
hausehald name in e Lnited Slates = the toms ol jazz where he's delamned 1o make & bigger mark

Eighl wvears after moving to Mew York from France, he is most often heard with his o, festuring French-tarm
bassist Francoss Maowtin and dremmer & Hoenig, @ Philacelphia rative

e two oley on Filc's eest G0, Cardinal Points, which alsa meludss percuseionist Abdou M'Boup snd the
scprano ssx of Sam Newsoms. The aloum's haghlight iz what Jazz Timas calsd “the deconstuction of food
indigo," a renditen of Elfngtor's 1930 standard the magazns said "showld be studied in evary music school in thea
galamy

Among Filc's admirere 18 Harmy Balstonte. wna hired the Frenchman o oS hie pismst and musical cinecor in the
TEB0s,

Jazz greals, says Belafame, are ag vared 85 Lodig Asmeirang, Jelly Roll Marlon and Thelasious Monk, bl "the
O iI'I"=|"E12 2t masl common b e eainess s e ifEl:IIG'.Etlllll}' of their &



