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Pianist Jean-Michel Pilc’s performance at Iridium was

exactly as predicted. Pilc would play beautifully and the

listener would be moved.

Some pianists are brilliant and technical and worth the price of
admission while others humanize the instrument and give it
different life. Pilc can do both, in a way that speaks softly and
eloquently.

The set list consisted of songs from his latest release, True
Story (Dreyfuss Jazz). On this particular evening, every
chord was asking this listener about the day. Much to oneÕs
own surprise, the response consisted of quiet salty words that
expressed what hadnÕt been able to be articulated. It was nice
for someone to ask.

Seeing Boris Kozlov in any combination is always a pleasure.
He shares that special quality with Pilc of making any music
spring to attention. Billy Hart is a drummer that listens. If
youÕve never heard a drummer who wrapped up his own solo to care about the rest of the sound,
then you truly canÕt appreciate HartÕs strong presence.

It has often been said, ÒWhen you see Pilc, watch his hands.Ó ItÕs understandable. Just watching his
hands is like a miracle of movement. One hand is playing classical while the other is hard-bopping.
When heÕs done, his quiet grace is fascinating. Brilliant yet humble- a sign of a true artist fulfilling his
purpose.
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